KING  CHARLES I                     21
had much ado to break down his old master's love of peace. James wept while his son and his favourite alternately bullied and coaxed him.1 They talked of Charles's honour, the Palatinate, Spanish perfidy, and England's future glories. They felt that the country was behind them, and, certain of general support, demanded a Parliament which would vote the necessary subsidies to carry on a war with Spain. James hated the thought of Parliament. He had parted from his last one in fury and he knew its members preferred clipping the royal authority to voting supplies. However, he had to submit, and in February 1624 the 4ast Parliament of his reign was summoned. He had to submit to worse indignities still; the impeachment of his Treasurer, Lionel Granfield, whom he had created Earl of Middlesex, and whose pro-Spanish sympathies had driven him to work for Buckingham's disgrace. Buckingham never forgot a friend nor forgave an enemy, and all Middlesex's financial efficiency could not save him from being delivered to trial, the Commons hounding on the Peers to destroy a man whose corruptions were, in their eyes, only less iniquitous than his fidelity to the throne.
1 That Charles was now completely devoted to Buckingham may be gauged by a letter written in April 1624, when James had shown signs of backsliding into the Spanish alliance.
" Do not oppose or show yourself discontented with the King's course herein, for I think it will be so far from doing you hurt, that it will make you trample under your feet those few poor rascals that are still your enemies. Now, sweet heart, if you think I am mistaken in my judgement in this, let me know what I can do in this or anything else to serve thee and then thou shalt see, what all the world shall daily know more and more, that I am and ever will be
Your faithful, loving, constant friend,
CHARLES P."
In the end, James succumbed to the combined arguments of the two beings he loved best.